
POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 

Small Animal Soft Tissue / Orthopedics or Combined Position 

The Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences at the University of Tennessee, College of 
Veterinary Medicine invites applications for a full-time tenure or clinical track faculty position in 
small animal soft tissue, orthopedic surgery, or a combined soft tissue/orthopedic surgery 
position. Depending on qualifications and experience, the position is at the Assistant Professor 
or Associate Professor level. Requirements include the DVM/VMD or equivalent degree and 
completion of a formal surgery residency or certification by the American College of Veterinary 
Surgeons (ACVS) or the European College of Veterinary Surgeons (ECVS). 
 
The successful candidate is expected to engage in the departmental mission by participating in 
the teaching, service, and scholarship programs of the College. Responsibilities include clinical, 
didactic, and laboratory teaching of small animal surgery to professional students, interns, and 
residents; participation in continuing education at local and national levels; providing 
mentorship to residents; and contributing to the clinical or basic science research program.  
 
Faculty within the small animal surgery section currently include three ACVS board-certified 
surgeons; three ACVS residency-trained veterinarians; four surgery residents; three 
neurosurgeons (DACVIM-Neurology); three neurology residents; two sports medicine specialists 
(DACVSMR); one sports medicine resident; four anesthesiologists (DACVA); three anesthesia 
residents; four ophthalmologists (DACVO); three ophthalmology residents, and one dentist 
(DACVD). Current equipment available for use in surgery includes an endoscopic tower, 
LigaSure device, ultrasonic aspirator, continually updated equipment for thoracoscopic and 
laparoscopic surgery, stenting, arthroscopy, total hip system, and a full complement of 
implants, including plating, pinning, external fixation, circular fixation, interlocking nails, and 3-
D printing capabilities. Equipment and operating space are also available for interventional 
radiology techniques, which are currently performed at the University of Tennessee.  
 
The Small Animal Clinic is equipped to provide state-of-the-art surgical and medical service, 
teaching, and research. The facilities and equipment of the Small Animal Clinic support 24 
specialties and include surgical and therapeutic lasers, 128 slice computed tomography unit, 1.5 
Tesla MRI, nuclear medicine, video endoscopy, intraoperative fluoroscopy, lithotripsy, and 
DEXA scanning. Also available to the surgery service are a fully developed nutrition service, a 
regenerative medicine laboratory, four emergency and critical care specialists, an Instron 
materials testing machine, and an on-site 3D modeling and printing laboratory. The hospital has 
a state-of-the-art rehabilitation facility with 3 underwater treadmills, a therapeutic exercise 
pool, a hyperbaric oxygen chamber, many wound management modalities, and a fully equipped 
gait analysis laboratory with kinetic and kinematic testing capability.  
 
The University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine boasts a collegial environment 
committed to mentoring new faculty to be successful in their academic career. This includes a 
Master Teaching Program, which provides resources, programs and leadership to support the 



highest quality of professionalism and instruction within the various educational missions of the 
college, and a Veterinary Social Work program that provides training and support in the areas 
of communication and conflict management, compassion fatigue, animal-related grief and 
bereavement, and mindfulness-based stress reduction. New faculty are assigned an 
experienced faculty mentor and the Department has an excellent record in helping clinical 
faculty successfully earn promotion and tenure.  
 
The University of Tennessee Veterinary Medical Center is adjacent to UT Gardens, the state 
botanical garden of Tennessee. The campus is located in Knoxville, TN, in the foothills of the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Knoxville was recently named by Trip Advisor as a “Top 
10 Destination on the Rise.” It is a short drive away from the Great Smoky Mountains, several 
lakes, as well as a number of dog-friendly state parks. It also offers a wide array of outdoor 
recreational activities, including hiking, rock climbing, kayaking, and extensive road and 
mountain biking opportunities. Knoxville features a vibrant cultural downtown with excellent 
restaurants; a bustling farmer’s market; a world-class jazz orchestra; one of the nation’s most 
revered college theater troupes; frequent art and cultural festivals; and men’s and women’s 
sporting events. Knoxville is within a day's driving distance from two-thirds of the population of 
the United States, with Chattanooga, Nashville, Atlanta, Asheville, and Cincinnati being some of 
the many nearby destinations. The University of Tennessee is Tennessee’s flagship land grant 
university and is noted for its high level of research activity. 
 
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Qualified individuals are invited to apply, 
including a letter of intent with a statement of professional goals, curriculum vitae, and the 
names of three professional references to:  http://apply.interfolio.com/124230 
For additional information, applicants are directed to visit the University of Tennessee, College 
of Veterinary Medicine web site at https://vetmed.tennessee.edu/Pages/utcvm_home.aspx 
or contact Dr. Karen Tobias with soft tissue surgery questions - ktobias@utk.edu or Dr. Cassio 
Ferrigno with orthopedic questions - cferrign@utk.edu. 
 
The University of Tennessee is an EEO/AA/Title VI/Title IX/Section 504/ADA/ADEA institution in 
the provision of its education and employment programs and services. All qualified applicants 
will receive equal consideration for employment without regard to race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, pregnancy, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, physical or 
mental disability, or covered veteran status. 

http://apply.interfolio.com/124230
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvetmed.tennessee.edu%2FPages%2Futcvm_home.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Cavanskyh%40utk.edu%7C1160ba95702a49fec25708daac86b0a7%7C515813d9717d45dd9eca9aa19c09d6f9%7C0%7C0%7C638011991729345945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=luqUN9PiVGwX%2BImEhYXbH6DK68KUhlCyALD5sdSr2EI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ktobias@utk.edu

